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County delegation approves budget

Final number shows
decrease in pay raises

By MATTHEW RETD
Staff Reporter

NEWPORT ~— The Sullivan
County  delegation  narrowly
approved an operating budget for
" the coungy for the 2008 Fiscal Year,
after receiving a budget proposal
from the group’s cxecutive finance
comumittee last Friday. )

By a vote of seven in favor and
six opposed, the delegation voted to
use the- EFC’s budget of

$27 330,610, which was agreed
upon by the EFC earlier in the day.
The figure was $299,047 less than
the budget recommended by the
county commissioners fhat was
subsequently rejected by the dele-
gation.

According to EFC Chairman
Brenda Ferland, I-Charlestown, one
of the major reductions in the
gioup’s “budget is from lowering
county-wide salary increases t0 3
percent. When asked, Ferland stal-
ed there is no money set aside in the
budget to increase the figure in the
future.

Rep.

Jehn  Cloutier, D-

Claremont, vice chairman of the
EPRC, said salary increases should
be viewed as a positive siep for the
county.

“Not everyone is getting pay
raises of any kind this year,”
Cloutier said. “Just ask the 1eachers
in the Claremont School Distriet.
We're stll giving 3 percent raises
and 1 think the most important thing

- ds that we gel 2 budget in place,

even if it’s not perfect.”

Perland said she was one of two
EFC members (the other being
Lamry Converse, D-Claremont) o
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reject the budget total at the
group’s Friday morning meeting.
She said it would be better for the
delegation 1o approve the conumis-
sioners’ $27.6 million budgel, pri-
marily due 1o the reduction in
salary increases.

Rep. Toem Donovan, D-
Claremonl, disagreed, saying
doing that would minimize the
ERC’s responsibilities.

“I1 ts our job 1o look at the budg-
el and make a recommendation,”
he said. "I we're st poing to go
with the commissioners’ recom-
mendation then why bother even
having an executive finance com-
miflee?”

Ferland was asked by Rep.
Matthew Houwde, D-Plainfield. if
there were any areas of consensus
among EFC members during the
budget process, 1o which she
replied, “We could work on this
budget for eighl years and there
still wouidn’t be an overall consen-
sus.”

Other  major  differences
between the commissioners budg-
et and that of
the EFC were
cutting  county
grants by
$90.000 and
cutting funding
for recreational
activities,

After more

than an hoor
and a hall of
discussion,
Cloutier made
a motion 1o
accept the
EFC’s pro-
posed budget,
but discussion
continued  on
for another
hour.

Rep. Beverly Roedeschin, R-
Newporl, asked  delegation
Chairman Peter Franklin, D-
Newport, if’ members of the public
would be allowed 10 speak at the
meeting, but Franklin said they
could not,

“Members of the delegaiion can
ask direct questions w specific

" members of the public, but | won’t
recognize a member of the public
who wanis 1o speak,” Franklin
suid. *This s not & public hearing.
We've had meetin here the
public coutd speak iis 15 hot
one of them. The oaly reason
we're here is 1o discuss the budget
as a conmmillee, and people {tom
{he public can wave their hands all
they want,”

Rodeschin then asked 10 move

“the question. which would Lave
resulled in an immediate vote

The main problem with both the
commissioners’ budget and the

EFC's budget,

according  to

Franklin, is that neither addresses

"There is no effort
being made to take
any fiscal
responsibility for the
county. The EFC, the.
comimissioners, the
county manager ...
no one is willing
to face up to the
problem.”

— Peter Frankiin
D-Newport, delegation chairman

the $2.5 millicn
the.counly still
has in outstand-
ing debt.
“There 15 no
effort  being
made 10 lake
any fiscal
responsibility
for the county,”
Franklin = said.
*The EFC, the
COMIMISSIONETS,
the county
Imanager ... no
one is willing
1o face uptothe
proylem.”
Donovan

without further discussion. bl
Franklin chose to refuse the

Tequest,

“I am not recognizing that

motion, so fong as there are dele-
gation members wishing to discuss
the matter,” Franklin said.

Rodeschin challenged

Franklin’s decision, but the chal-
.;snge was defeated by a vote of 10-

Franklin was the Jast member of
the delegation to speak in Tegard to
the EFC'’s budget, saying it should
10t be accepied,

“The finance commitiee was
given an arbitrary deadline 1o pre-
pare this budget, but we still have
SIX or seven weeks to- straighten
out the problems with the current
proposals,” he said,

Following the vote, Franklin
stated he would be resigning as
chainnan of the delsgation effec-
tive at the next delegation meefing.
Franktin said the nex meeting
would take place “a few weeks”

following the convention, bt no
specific date was voled on,

asked County
Manager Ed Gil de Rubio if a plan
is in place 10 repay the $2.5 million
the county has borrowed and still
has outstanding, either in fhis
year’s budgel or in previous bodg-
eis. S

Gil de Rubio stated there is no
such provision in the current budg-
et, but that 2 lot is still up in the air
in terms or revenue and expendi-
mres.

Ferland said she tried several
times to address the issue at EFC
meetings, but got no response from
the: tommitiee, 16 which Franidip
said, “Thaf's exactly what'T mé
everyone knows there is 4 prob-
lem, butl no one will deal with it.”

The EFC budget was approved
by Cloutier; Converse; Donovan;
Raymond Gagnon, D-Claremont;
Ellen Nielsen, D-Claremont; Sue
Gotling, D-Sunapee and Arthur
Jillette, D-Goshen. Voting agdinst
the budget were Franklin; Ferland;
Rodeschin; Houde; Carla Skinder,
D-Comnish; and James Phintzy, D-
Acworlh.
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